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Prepared by David Stein 


EQUIPMENT 
TEST REPORTS 


(Hirsch-Houck Laboratories) 


Amplifiers and Preamplifiers 

Adcom GFA-S5S5SII (power), Feb. 42 

Dynaco Stereo 70 Series II, Dec. 61 

Forté Model 5 (power), Aug. 40 

MAS DCC-1 (preamplifier), Jul. 32 

Museatex Melior A/V Control Center, Nov. 33 
Onkyo A-SV810PRO (integrated), Aug. 30 
Sansui AV-7000 (integrated), Nov. 22 
Sonamp 260x3 (power), Mar. 36 

Yamaha DSP-A1000 (integrated), Jul. 23 


Audio/Video Equipment 
Museatex Melior A/V Control Center, Nov. 33 
Onkyo A-SV810PRO integrated amplifier, 
Aug. 30 
Panasonic LX-1000 combi-player, Jan. 52 
Pioneer VSX-DIS receiver, Jan. 40 
Sansui RZ-9S500AV receiver, Feb. 35; AV-7000 
integrated amplifier, Nov. 22 
Technics SA-GX505 receiver, Oct. 38 
Yamaha DSP-A1000 integrated amplifier, Jul. 23 


Car Stereo (Pohlmann) 
Clarion DSP-959E digital signal processor, 
A 


Aug. 48 

Eclipse EQS-1001 digital signai processor, 
Aug. 48 

Pioneer Premier KEX-M900 head unit, May 54 

Technics DA3000 digital signal processor, 
Aug. 48 


Compact Dise Players 

Carver SD/A-490t, Apr. 35 

JVC XL-V141, May 31 

Magnavox CDB624, Mar. 29 

Optimus CD-6100, Jan. 37 

Panasonic LX-1000 (combi-player), Jan. 52 

Pioneer Elite PD-75, Sep. 27 

Sony D-303 (portable), Jun. 36; CDP-C67ES 
(changer), Oct. 31 


Receivers 

Denon DRA-1035R, Jun. 27 
Pioneer VSX-DIS, Jan. 40 
Sansui RZ-9S500AV, Feb. 35 
Technics SA-GX505, Oct. 38 
Yamaha RX-950, Dec. 41 


Speaker Systems 

Acoustic Research M4, Jun. 42 

Altec Lansing Model 508A, Nov. 30 

B.I.C. Venturi V-820A, Sep. 37 

Bose Acoustimass 5 Series Il, Sep. 32 

Cambridge SoundWorks Ensemble II, Nov. 36 

Celestion Model 5, May 34 

Clements RB 8.0 Mark II, Mar. 32 

Definitive Technology BP 10, Feb. 40; DR7, 
Dec. 48 

Energy Model 4. le, Jul. 29 

Fried R/4, Jun. 32 


Icon Parsec, Apr. 61 

Jamo Atmosphere, Aug. 44 

Klipsch kg’, Jan. 57 

Memorex Triumph TS-5, Oct. 35 
Monitor Audio MA700 Gold, Oct. 43 
Mordaunt-Short MS3.30, Apr. 42 
NHT Model 2.3, Aug. 36 

Phase Technology 235ES, Dec. 64 
PSB New Stratus, May 44 

3A Midi-Monitor, Feb. 46 


Tape Decks (Stark) 

Denon DTR-2000 (DAT), Jan. 62 

Harman Kardon TD4600 (cassette), Jul. 26 
Onkyo TA-2700 (cassette), Apr. 48 

Sharp RX-P1 (DAT), Dec. 54 

Teac V-5000 (cassette), Sep. 34 

Yamaha KX-930 (cassette), Mar. 40 


Other Equipment 


Atlantic Technology Pattern Surround Home 
Theater System (user's evaluation, Kumin), 


Aug. 17 
Koss ESP/950 headphones, May 38 
MAS DCC-1 Digital Control Center, Jui. 32 
Sennheiser HD 490 headphones, Ju!. 35 


THE BASICS (Masters) 


The Happy Hookup, Jan. 23 
From This Day Forward, Feb. 25 


BUYING TIME (Masters) 


For What We Are About to Receive, Oct. 17 


Decked Out in Style, Nov. 61 
Most Valuable Player, Dec. 25 


THE HIGH EN D (Hedges) 


Digital Cinema Arrives, Jan. 132 
Free-Lance Audio, Apr. 1i2 

The Music Changes, May 103 
Architectural Loudspeaker, Jul. 96 
An Illustrious Amateur, Aug. 96 
The CBS CD-1 Test Disc, Oct. 107 
Surround Sound and THX, Nov. 115 


SIGNALS (Pehimann) 


Wall and Ceiling, Mar. 22 

Science, Not Magic, Apr. 26 
Hidden Distortion, May 24 

CD: The Next Generation, Jul. 16 
Nip 'n’ Tuck, Sep. 110 

So Long, FM. Hello, DAB., Oct. 16 
CN U RD THS SNTNCE?, Nov. 16 
Designer Software, Dec. 18 


SYSTEMS (Day) 

Long Island Accommodations, Jan. 82 
Variations on an Oriental Theme, Feb. 54 
A Lofty Media Room, Jul. 54 

Custom Camouflage, Aug. 60 

Sound Organization, Nov. 68 


TECHNICAL TALK (Hirsch) 


Can Speaker Performance Be Measured?, 
Jan. 

How We Test Speakers, Part I, Feb. 28 

Loudspeaker Testing, Part II, Mar. 24 

DAT or DCC?, Apr. 28 

The Human Dimension, May 28 

Reading the Mail, Jul. 20 

Watt Is a Decibel?, Aug. 28 

Things to Come, Sep. 22 

The Audio Time Machine, Part II, Oct. 27 

Is It Live, or Is It Recorded?, Dec. 39 

TECHNICAL FEATURES 

All Around the House (Kumin), Jul. 48 

The Amp/Speaker Interface (Meyer), Jun. 52 

Amplifier Specifications, Understanding 
(Hirsch), Nov. 42 

Audio/Video—see All Arourd, A Basic 

A Basic A/V System (Kumin), Apr. 64 

Car Stereo—see Tune-Up 

Cassette Decks—see Buying Time, Nov. 61 

CD Changers (Kenny), Oct. 49 

CD Magic (Pohimann), Jul. 38 

CD Players—see Fast Search; also Buying 
Time, Dec. 25 

CES Showstoppers (Day), Apr. 73, Sep. 59 

Digital Decisions: DAT, DCC, and Mini Disc 
(Riggs), Oct. 54 


Digital Recording Comes Home (Stark), Jun. 64 

Dolby S vs. DAT: Listening Tests (Pohimann), 
Mar. 46 

Equalizers, A Guide to (Masters), Jan. 70 

Equipment Buying Guidc (staff), Feb. 57 

Fast Search (Kumin), Nov. 55 

Finding Fault: How to Track Down Problems in 
Your Stero System (Masters), Jun. 48 

FM Reception, How to Get Better (Masters), 
Apr. 70 

Great Tapes, How to Make from CD's (Meyer), 
Dec. 72 

Holiday Gifts (Day), Dec. 79 

Home Theater—see A Basic 

In Control: Mastering the Modern Receiver 
(Warren), Mar. 54 
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Installation—see The Basics, Jan. 23 

In-Wall Speakers—see Wall Music 

Japan Audio Fair (Harrell), Feb. 22 

Listening: Strategies for Choosing Speakers 
(Meyer), Jan. 78 

Listening Tests—see Dolby S 

Loudspeakers: The Inside Story (Kumin), 
Sep. 40 

Maintenance—see The Basics, Feb. 25 

Minicomponent Systems—see Small Systems 

Mini Disc—see Digital Decisions 

Multiroom Audio/Video Systems—see All 
Around 

The Preamplifier/Tuner (Simon), May 59 

Receivers—see In Control; also Buying Time, 
Oct. 17 

Remote Controls (Warren), Jun. 59 


Rodrigues Cartoon Caption Contest, Jan. 19, 
Jul. 14 

Small Systems, Big Sound (Day), Jul. 45 

Sound Investment: System Buying Strategies 
(Kumin), Aug. 55 

Speakers—see Listening, Loudspeakers, The 
Sub/Sat Solution, Wall Music 

The Sub/Sat Solution (Kenny), Sep. 45 

Systems—see Sound Investment 

Tape Buying Guide (staff), Mar. 63 

Taping—see Great Tapes 

Troubleshooting—see Finding Fault 

Tune-Up: Breathe New Life into Your Car's 
Sorind System (Pohimann), May 49 

TV Sound (Simon), Jan. 85 

User's Evaluation: Atlantic Technology Pattern 
ey Home Theater System (Kumin) 
Aug. 

Wali Kiusic (Kumin), Dec. 67 


BEST RECORDINGS 

OF THE MONTH 

Popular 

Big Daddy: Cutting Their Own Groove, Jul. 57 

Cocteau Twins: Heaven or Las Vegas, Jan. 92 

Cope, Julian: Peggy Suicide, Aug. 68 

The Eric Gales Band, Oct. 70 

Heyman, Richard X.: Hey Man!, Sep. 

—— Peter: From Strength to a 

ul. 60 

Horn, Shiricy. You Won't Forget Me, Apr. 84 

The Kentucky Headhunters: Electric Barnyard, 
Jun. 74 

Lofgren, Nils: Silver Lining, May 68 

McGarrigle, Kate & Anna: Heartbeats 
Accelerating, Mar. 73 

Mellencamp, John: Whenever We Wanted, 
Dec. 100 

Michael, George: Listen Withou: Prejudice, 
Jan. 91 

Mitchell, Joni: Night Ride Home, Jun. 73 

Nile, Willie: Places 1 Have Never Been, May 67 

Parker, Graham: Struck by Lightring, Mar. 74 


Pet Shop Boys: Behavior, Apr. 83 

The Posies: Dear 23, Feb. 118 

Raitt, Bonnie: Luck of the Draw, Oct. 66 

Seger, Bob: The Fire Inside, Dec. 99 

Shannon, Del: Rock On!, Sep. 67 

Simon, Paul: The Rhythm of the Saints, Feb. 117 
Squeeze: Play, Nov. 71 

Thompson, Richard: Rumor and Sigh, Aug. 67 
Whitley, Chris: Living with the Law, Nov. 72 


Classical 
Beethoven: Fidelio, Jul. 58; Symphony No. 9, 
Oct. 70 


Berg: Chamber Concerto, Apr. 85 

Brahms: Piano Sonata No. 3 and Three 
Intermezzos, Jan. 92; Piano Concerto No. 2 
and Piano Pieces, Op. 118, Mar. 74; 
Symphony No. 2, Apr. 84; String Quintet No. 
2 and Clarinet Quintet, May 70; A German 
Requiem, Nov. 71 

Britten: The Prince of the Pagodas, Jan. 94 

Dvorak: Symphony No. 6, Dec 

Donizetti: LElisir d’ Amore, Mar. 76 

Elgar: Symphony No. 2, Aug. 67 

Haydn: Symphonies Nos. 22, 78, and 82, 
Sept. 68 

Humperdinck: Hansel und Gretel, Feb. 120 

Janatek: Taras Bulba, Dec. 100 

Mendelssohn: Violin Concertos, Sep. 65 

Mozart: Piano Sonatas (K. 282, 545, and 310), 
Feb. 117; Violin Sonatas (K. 8, 377, and 379), 
Variations in G Minor (K. 360), Jul. 58; Violin 
Sonatas (K. 378, 379, and 380), Oct. 68 

Ravel: Shéhérazade, Alborado del Gracioso, Ma 
Mere I’ Oye, La Valse, other works, Dec. 102 

Schoenberg: Chamber Symphony, Apr. 85 

Schubert: Incidental Music to “Rosamunde,” 
Nov. 74 

Schumann: Symphonies Nos. | and 4, Jun. 76 

Shostakovich: Symphony No. 11, Aug. 69 

Webern: Im Sommerwind, Apr. 84 


Ashkenazy, Vladimir: In Moscow 2 (The English 
Works), May 68 
Perahia, Murray: The Aldeburgh Recital, Jun. 73 


GOING ON RECORD/ 
BACKBEAT 


The Thing with Feathers (Simels), Feb. 144 
My Madonna Problem (Simels), Apr. 95 

Divas of My Youth (Livingstone), Oct. 86 
Skeletons, Out of the Cioset (Simels), Dec. 117 


MUSICAL FEATURES 


The Allman Brothers Band: —— of Two 
Worlds (Puterbaugh), Nov. 8 

Anderson, Eric: Stages—The os Album 
(Nash), Aug. 75 

Barber’s Ballet Music (Salzman), Jan. 98 

Barenboim, Daniel (Kupferberg), Sep. 50 

Benson, Georye: Big Boss Band (Garland), 
Mar. 85 


Bernstein's Legacy (Salzman), Nov. 106 

The Big Bands (Justice), Mar. 58 

Black, ry Put Yourself in My Shoes (Nash), 
Feb. 

Brickell ‘Baie, and New Bohemians: Ghost of a 
Dog (Puterbaugh), Mar. 79 

Carter, Carlene (Nash), May 63 

CD Offers: “A Dorian Portrait,” Feb. 19; 
Newport Classic’s “Anthony Newman's 
Keyboard Companion,” May 19; Rykodisc's 
“Steal This Disc 3,” Jun. 21; Legacy’s 
“Music for the Next Generation,” Sep. 65 

Center Stage—see Perahia 

Nenver, John (Nash), Aug. 63 

Ely, Joe (Nash), Oct. 61 

Encores: Sir Thomas Beecham (Freed), Mar 
104; Mercury “Living Presence” and Vox 
Boxes (Freed), Jul. 86 

Girl Crazy (Hemming), Feb. 125 

Guns n’ Roses: Use Your Illusion I and Il 
(Simels), Dec. 106 

Hampson, Thomas (Ames), Jul. 43 

Hitchcock, Robyn (Fleischmann), Nov. 51 

Holiday Gifts (Day), Dec. 79 

Ives: Three Places in New England and other 
works (Hall), Apr. 97 

John and Mary: Victory Gardens (Puterbaugh), 
Jun. 82 

Kissin, Evgeny (Kupferberg), Jan. 75 

The La’s (Givens), Jul. 65 

Lynyrd Skynyrd: /99/ (Puterbaugh), Nov. 88 

Midler, Bette: Some People's Lives (Nash), 
Jan. 113 

Mozart: Modern Views of (Livingstone), Apr 
77; Concertos for One, Two, and Three 
Pianos (Freed), Feb. 131; The Magic Flute 
(Salzman), May 94 

Near, — Singer in the Storm (Nash), 
Jan. 122 

Parker, Charlie: The Complete Dean Benedetti 
Recordings (Albertson), Aug. 77 

Perahia, Murray: Center Stage (Pleasants), 


Nov. 108 

Pere Ubu: Worlds in Collision (Puterbaugh), 
Sep. 

Ravel: Daphnis and Chloe, Valses Nobles et 
Sentimentales (Freed), Mar. 93 

Record of the Year Awards, Feb. 51 

The Roues: Rites of Fall (Simels), May 74 

Schoenberg: Gurrelieder (Salzman), Aug. 86 

Smetana: M4 Viast (Hall), Jun. 92 

Sting: The Sou! Cages (Givens), Apr. 87 

Studer, Cheryl (Livingstone), Dec. 76 

Weill: The Seven Deadly Sins, Mahagorny 
Songspiel (Salzman), Sep. 98 

Yoakam, Dwight: If There Was a Way (Nash), 
Mar. 82 
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